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winding out of the coil" ; and when his preparations for
" an interval between parliament and the grave " were quite
complete, he took a solemn farewell of the Queen. His
humble duty was submitted, " perhaps for the last time " ;
his gratitude " for all the marks of kindness and goodness "
was patiently rehearsed ; and he assured his sovereign that
he should always render Parliamentary service to her throne,
family, or person. A postscript added that he was pro-
foundly shocked by the publication of the Greville Journals.
The royal answer was, perhaps, an incomplete acknowledg-
ment of forty years in public life :

" The Queen thanks Mr. Gladstone for communicating to
her his resolution of retiring from the more active duties of
Parliamentary life for which she was not entirely unprepared
after what he told her himself last year.

" She knows that his zeal & untiring energy have always
been exerted with the desire of advancing the welfare of the
Nation & maintaining the honor of the Crown, and she thanks
him for his loyal assurances of support on all occasions when
it may become necessary.'1

She passed on to endorse his comment on " that horrible
book " and its striking contrast with Mr. Martin's publica-
tion on " her dear Husband's Life, so pure & bright." That
was her somewhat perfunctory farewell to " the People's
William."

But was it ? For his ghost still walked. It had a ten-
dency to send her pamphlets about Vaticanism and articles
on the Prince Consort and copies of his letters to the news-
papers, all duly acknowledged by General Ponsonby. There
was one pamphlet in particular (it was called Bulgarian
Horrors and the Question of the East) which struck Ponsonby
as " excellent, and while encouraging the just indignation of
all classes, gives a lead which I imagine will be followed."
"The Queen," he wrote, "has not ceased expressing her
horror at what she heard (at first only in hints in the
despatches) ever since the end of June." But the Queen's